
State leaders
now step closer
to Delta solution
Water interests
find there’s lots
to like on list beettttyi, tg to

acco  tl)lish, for 20years ht
By DENIS CUFF walerpolicy is ¢to .v

LOS ~GEI.EN ~ l)eslfile
over a Per~plaeral Canal, slale w;~ler te;~d- ~ Sunno McPeak
ers said a new list of 20 options for fix-
ing the Della environment brings Ihem
closer to solving the state’s water prob-hensive solution if we look at only a few
Ictus. thitags," said Gary Ilobker of the Bay

stitute, an environmental group moat-There was somethi~g for evetNo~e totorinll CAI.FED. "lf you limit the oplions,like and dislike ~ from calmls a~d rester- ¯
voh’s to an option to buy out and closethe o~es left on the table may not be the

800,000 acres of farms to save water: ones you want."
Water suppliers and enviromnentalistsUrban, farm and environmental lead-say the currenl syslem for pumping wa-ers on an advisory panel, however; agreedter out of the Delta to 22 million Califor-Thursday that planners came up with a

thorough list of options to whittle dowunians’is a mess.
into a solution for the Delta’s battered "Ibo many fish are sucked into the
fisheries and the state’s ~vater shortages,pumps near Tracy, environmentalists say.

Several Bay Area members of the Bay-And farmers and cities say the i~umping
restrictions to protect salmon and DeltaDelta Advisory Council said they were

pleased that all the alternatives includedsmelt has made theh" supplies unde-
measures to protect Delta fish, drinkingpendable.
water and levees and to promote water CALFED plam~ers say moving water
conse~ation, around Ihe Delta in a canal to export

"Contra Costa leaders can feel saris-pumps would protect fish from getting
sucked up.fled that what they’ve been twing to ac-

complish for 20 years in water policy is But planners suggested other options
now gospel," said Sunne McPeak, a for-to help fish. Californians could build
met Conlra Costa Counly supervisor whorese~woirs to store wet-year flows, to be
is vice chahwoman of the Delta council,released for fish and drinking water in

The councfi advises planners in thedtN years.
Planners also suggest converting sev-state-federal ~FED Bay-Delta program,

whose mission is to fix Delta water anderal Delta islands into lakes that would
environmental problems, store water for dq years.

Such a consensus over conse~ation Mary Selkirk, a Bay-Delta council
and Delta protections would have beenmember from Berkeley, said she is
unthinkable 14 years ago, water man-pleased all the 20 options call for water
agement leaders said. That is when rot-savi~g a~d efficient use.
ers shot down a plan for a water ship- "1 thitflt we’re moving in the right all.
meat chaxmei arouild ll~e l)ella ~ theIeCIiOII," SIli¢l Selkh’k, ;llso tt IIlelllllel" Of
Periphex’al Canal -- tllat lacked prott:c-tile East 13ay Mutsicipal Utility District
tions for the Delta enviromnent or Icy-board. "The fact that conservation has
ees. been elevated to a core action is very ira-

Maintaining agreement among coun-portant."
oil members may become more difficult "lkm~ Graft, all Enviromnental Defense
in the next three months as water plat~-Fund attorney on the Bay-Delta council,
hers whittle the 20 options down to a listwas more guarded.
of three to five alternatives. "The 20 options are so extreme that

A case ~n point: Six of the 20 optionsthey don’t really give anyone a sense of
have some form of canal arotmd the Deltawhere this group is going. They’ve coy-
to move water to farms and cities betweenered all their bases without eliminating
Livermore and San Diego. Bay Area wa-anything," Graft said.
ter leaders have fought such n cannl be- tester Snow, the CALFED program
cause they believe it could be used Iomam~ge~ said no plan to fix Delta water
move too much water from lhe Delta alut~d enviromnental problems would suc-
the expense of fish. cecd without broad support from leaders

BayArea envlronmealalisls say it’s ira-for farmers, ci0es and environmental
portant to evalttate such canal pl;ms ~mwgroups.
to avoid criticism later that plam~ers CALFED plans to have a workslmp on
weren’t thorough in looking at all opfi(ms,the 20 alternatives at 9 a.m. Feb. 2~ at the

"We’re not going to get to a compre-Beverly Garland Hotel in Sacramento.
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